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Williams Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 
November 1, 2010 

 
The Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Williams held a regular meeting on 
Monday,  November 1, 2010 at the Township Hall.  
 
The agenda is attached Exhibit A. 
 
I. Call to Order & Roll Call 
 
Chairperson Steward called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present:  C. Adams, B. 
Steward, J. Hurt, S. Villaire, D. Putt, D. Behmlander and T. Paige.   
 
Also Present:  J. Hammond, Township Attorney and L. Miller, Township Planner.   
Others present are indicated on the sign in sheet, attached Exhibit B.   
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was said in unison. 
 
III. Open to the Public 
 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 
IV.   New Business 
 

A. Rivera Special Use Permit, Case No. 10-02-Spu 
 
Juan and Maria Rivera have made application for special use permit approval for a home 
occupation to make tortillas in the attached 320 square feet garage to their 1,092 square 
feet residence at 1642 Wheeler Road in Williams Township. 
 
Public Hearing began at 7:15 p.m. 
 
B. Steward confirmed that the commissioners received a copy of J. Hammond and L. 
Miller’s memo dated October 11, 2010.   
 
Jesse, the brother of Marie Rivera, attended the meeting to explain Juan and Maria’s home 
business.  He stated that there would be one vent extending through the roof and the only 
smell would be of bread while the tortillas are baking.   
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Jesse stated that he did not receive a copy of the memo.  He was given a copy of the 
memo at that time. 
 
B. Steward confirmed that the business would not be open to the public and that the 
business would only be in the attached garage with no outside signage.   
 
B. Steward asked the size of the tortilla machine. 
 
Jesse showed the Planning Commission members a picture of the machine.  They will use 
a large dough mixer and a tortilla machine. 
 
D. Putt asked whether the tortilla machines would be noisy. 
 
Jesse stated that the machines would not be heard on the outside of the home.   
 
B. Steward questioned what the hours of operation would be. 
 
Jesse stated that it would be mostly in the evenings because the Rivera’s both work 
outside of the home during the day.  But it would not bother the neighbors since there is 
no noise associated with the machines outside of the garage. 
 
B. Steward questioned how they will get their tortillas delivered. 
 
Jesse explained that there would be no customers coming to the house.  They will deliver 
their products using their own vehicle. 
 
Jim Kapala, a neighbor located at 3434 Eleven Mile Road, asked what kind of guidelines 
will need to be followed for this home business. 
 
B. Steward explained that the township has regulations stated in the township zoning 
ordinance no. 33. 
 
J. Hammond stated that the Planning Commission could grant the special use permit 
approval contingent upon the following recommendations as listed in the memo: 
 
● No sales at 1642 Wheeler Road. 
 
● Township inspectors may inspect the premises at reasonable times in order to 

assure compliance with any imposed conditions. 
 
● Planning Commission reserves the right to revoke special use permit approval if 

the use becomes a nuisance. 
 
J. Kapala questioned whether the Rivera’s could build a pole barn or build onto their 
house if the business grew larger. 
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B. Steward confirmed that they could not build onto their garage or use another building 
for their business.  They must stay as a residential business and follow the guidelines set 
by the township. 
 
The Public Hearing concluded at 7:20 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by D. Behmlander and seconded by J. Hurt to approve the Special 
Use Permit for the Rivera’s tortilla home occupation located at 1642 Wheeler Road with 
the following conditions:  No sales at 1642 Wheeler Road; Township inspectors may 
inspect the premises at reasonable times in order to assure compliance with any imposed 
conditions; and, Planning Commission reserves the right to revoke special use permit 
approval if the use becomes a nuisance. 
 
7  Ayes.   0  Nays.     Motion Carried.  
 
VI. Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by C. Adams and seconded by D. Behmlander to adjourn the meeting 
at 7:25 p.m.  
 
7  Ayes.   0  Nays.     Motion Carried.  
 
 
 
Pam Reinhardt  
Williams Township Deputy Clerk 


