WILLIAMS TOWNSHIP NEWS

Spring/Summer 20l
1080 W. Midland Road
Auburn, Ml 486l
(989) 662-4408
www.williamstwp.com

Township Summer Hours
Monday thru Thursday- 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Fridays Memorial Day thru Labor Day

Office Holiday Closings
Independence Day, Monday- July 4th

Labor Day, Monday- September 5th

Columbus Day, Monday- October 10th

Veteran's Day, Friday- November 11th
Thanksgiving, Thursday- November 24th & Friday
November 25th

TOWNSHIP MEETING SCHEDULES

All meetings are held in the Township Board Room at
7:00 p.m. unless noted otherwise.

Board of Trustee

June 14 September 27 (6:30 p.m.)
July 12 October 11
August 9 October 25

September 13 November 8

Planning Commission

June 6 September 12
July 11 October 3
August 1 November 7

Zoning Board of Appeals

Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m.
July 7 October 6

July Board of Review

The July Board of Review will meet at on July 19, 2011
at the Williams Township Offices to correct qualified
errors in the roll. These include:

¢ A mutual mistake of fact.

e A clerical error relative to the correct
assessment figures, the rate of taxation, or the
mathematical computation relating to the
assessing of taxes.

e A mutual mistake of fact.

e An error regarding the correct taxable status of
the real property being assessed.

e Disputes over claims for the homeowner’s
principal residence, poverty, and initial qualified
agricultural property exemptions.

Contact the Assessor’s office for further information.

Summer/Fall Calendar of Events

Auburn Area Relay for Life
Williams Township Park
June 25™-June 26" from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

The American Cancer Society Relay for Life gives
everyone the opportunity to celebrate, remember, and
fight back as we make a difference in the battle against
cancer. This will be the 4™ annual Auburn Area Relay for
Life. Come out and join the fun and take a look. We still
have room for more teams and team members.

For more information about Auburn Area Relay for Life
go to: www.relayforlife.org/auburnmi

Or contact: Kelly Krueger at 835-7571 or

Debby Paige at 662-7305.

Auburn Cornfest
Auburn City Park
July 7™- July 10th

Featuring midway games, a variety of food and
beverages, fishing contest, rides, arts & crafts/flea
market, live entertainment and dancing under the big
tent.

For more information on the Cornfest events please
visit: www.auburnjaycees.org.

Auburn Area Farmers Market
Auburn City Park

Fridays, June 10" thru October 28" from 8:00 a.m. till
2:00 p.m. Fresh produce, plants, baked goods and
more!

If you are interested in becoming a vendor, please
contact 989-954-6906 or visit:
www.auburnfarmersmarket@charter.org.

Auburn Shooting Range

(Located on Lagoon Dr. %4 mile south of Wheeler on 9
mile) Public times include Rifle Range, Pistol Range and
Archery Range. Please note that a daily release must be
signed by the individual.

Tuesdays- 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

June 21%, July 12", August 16™

Saturdays- 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

June 11" & 25™ July 9" & 23™, August 13" & 27
September 10", 17™ & 24™, October 8", 15, 22™
& 29", November 5" & 12™.

The range is closed on October 1% due to the start of
Bow season. The November 12" date may also be
cancelled due to the beginning of Rifle season.

For more information call 989-385-0270.
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Williams Township Senior Center
1080 W. Midland Rd
Open Monday through Thursday
9:30 A.M. — 1:00 P.M.
Lunch served daily at 12:00 noon
$2.50 suggested meal donation

Choose a Hot Entrée, a salad or sandwich. Come join
the fun! Bingo every Monday & Wednesday. Cards,
games & puzzles every Tuesday & Thursday. We also
schedule Special Events that can be found on Williams
Township website and in the Wonderful Times
newsletter put out by the Bay County Division on Aging.

For more information or to make your reservations, call
Mary at 662-6521. Reservations must be made 1
day in advance.

For online Senior Center information please visit
www.williamstwp.com/seniordining.asp
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From the Assessor, Paul Arnold

Williams Township is initiating a five year revaluation
program beginning in 2011. This is in adherence to the
State of Michigan’s mandate for uniform assessments. |
will be making on-site visits for 20% of the parcels each
year. I'll be comparing the information that is currently
listed as being on each parcel with what | observe. New
additions will be added to the assessment roll for the
2012 tax year, while anything that has been removed
will be deducted from next year’s tax roll.

Be aware that your taxable value is not increased for
repairing or replacing items that already exist on your
property. Let's say your home is 35 years old and you
have recently replaced windows, siding, soffits, or
remodeled your kitchen or bath. As long as you have
replaced or remodeled what you already have, your
taxable value need not be increased. There is a State
Tax Commission form, #865, titled, “Request for
nonconsideration of true cash value of normal repair,
replacement and maintenance expendjtures”.
Completion of this form is not mandatory, but it does
afford you the protection from unnecessary increases in
taxable value. The form, along with instructions is
available at the township office. I'll be happy to answer
any questions you have about its completion.

The first year I'll be updating agricultural parcels. I'll be
updating soil types, tile, outbuildings and structures
along with residential buildings and land improvements.
If no one is home, | may leave a form letter for you to
complete and return, or request a time when it's
convenient for you to meet with me.
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From The Treasurer

2011 Summer Property Taxes

You should receive your summer 2011 Property Tax bill
by July 1%. If you do not receive your tax bill by July 1%
or shortly thereafter, let our office know as soon as
possible so we can send you a copy of your bill. Be sure
to review your tax bill as soon as you receive it to verify
that all information is correct (i.e. address, principal
residence exemption status, etc.). If there are any
errors, please contact our office immediately so the
necessary corrections can be made. Any errors will be
corrected at the Board of Review meeting held on July
19th.

Summer property taxes may be paid or deferred
between July 1% and September 14™ without penalty.
Beginning September 15™ a 1% late penalty will be
added to all unpaid summer tax bills. An additional 1%
will be added each month through February 14™. An
additional 3% penalty will be added on February 15".

You may pay your property taxes in person at the
treasurer’s office, by mail, or by placing your payment in
our drop box located in the front of our office building.
If using our drop box, please do not pay with
cash, checks only! If you require a “Stamped Paid
Receipt”, please include a self- addressed stamped
envelope.

If you cannot pay your taxes in full, we do accept partial
payments which can be weekly or monthly. Just
remember that any balance left after the September 14"
deadline will incur penalties until paid off.

If you qualify and plan to defer your summer property
taxes, stop by the treasurer’s office as soon as possible
to sign a deferment form. A new deferment form must
be executed each year. This form is also available online
at www.williamstwp.com/treasurer.asp .

Our summer office hours are Monday through Thursday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Township office will be
closed on Fridays from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

For any tax related questions, please call Connie or
Jackie at 662-4091.
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Pets in Williams Township Park

Many folks find the Williams Township Park a great place
to take their pets for a walk. Please be a responsible pet
owner when enjoying the Township Park. Pets in the
Williams Township Park must be kept on a leash at all
times. In addition, pet owners must pick up any pet
waste from their pets and deposit it in a trash
receptacle. “Doggie Walk Bags” are supplied at the park
entrance for this purpose. Thank you for your help!

Dog and Cat Licenses

If your dog or cat is licensed with Bay County, the
County will send you the form for your new license in
the mail a month before your old license expires, which
is also when your animal needs their rabies vaccination.

Licenses may be purchased at most veterinary’s offices,
at any Township Office, at Animal Control, and at the
Bay County Treasurer's Office. The cost for a 1 year
license for an unaltered cat or dog is $21 and $7 for
spayed or neutered pets. A 3 year license can be
purchased if a rabies vaccination is good for 3 years,
unaltered $54 and spayed and/or neutered $18.

When purchasing your new license please bring the form
that the County sent you and proof of the rabies
vaccination. Licenses for a new animal may be
purchased by providing proof of rabies vaccination and if
your animal was spayed or neutered, proof will also be
required.

Delinquent licenses can only be purchased at the Bay
County Treasures office or Animal Control.
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From The Clerk

Do you need a U.S. Passport?

U.S. citizens may apply for their passport books and
passport cards during regular business hours (and after
hours by appointment) at the township clerk’s office. A
certified birth certificate with a raised seal, not a copy,
and one picture must be presented when making
application. Normal processing by the U.S. Department
of State takes approximately six weeks; two week rush
processing is available for an extra $60.

All U.S. Citizens must present a valid U.S. Passport Book
or U.S. Passport Card when entering the United States
from a foreign country, including Canada, Mexico and
the Caribbean.

The standard passport fee is $110 for adults and $80 for
children younger than 16. The standard fee for the
passport card is $30 for adults and $15 for children
younger than 16. The passport card was designed for

entry at land and sea ports-of-entry and is not valid for
international travel by air. We have application forms,
renewal forms and numerous other miscellaneous forms
that may be required depending on the applicant's
particular situation.

A fill in the blank application is also available online at
the township website, www.williamstwp.com

For questions or additional information, please contact
Amy or Pam at 662-4408.

Permanent Absent Voter List

A permanent list of absent voters is maintained by the
township clerk for persons wanting to receive an
application for an absent voter ballot prior to each
election.  Applications are automatically mailed
approximately six weeks prior to all elections. This is a
convenient solution for those over 60 years of age,
physically unable to attend the polls without assistance,
or for those away from the community who want to vote
but cannot get to the polls on Election Day.

For more information on our permanent absent voter list
or any election related questions, call Amy or Pam at
662-4408

Pine Grove Cemetery

Pine Grove Cemetery is located on the northwest corner
of Eleven mile and North Union roads. It is Township
owned and beautifully maintained by Don Dzurka, our
Township sexton.

Burial fees are $150.00 per space for Williams Township
and City of Auburn residents and $250.00 per space for
non-residents. Opening and closing fees are $375.00
and Cremation fees are $125.00

For questions or additional information, please contact
Don Dzurka at 496-2378.
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Hazardous Materials

For proper disposal of all hazardous materials, contact
thy Bay County Health Department at 895-4006.
Information is also provided in the Health Department-
Environmental Health department of the Bay County
website at www.baycounty-mi.gov
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Waste Management

It is strongly encouraged that all trash be placed in
bags, whether in or out of trash cans (including “Green
Monsters”). This will help assure that the trash ends up
in the landfill where it belongs, and not blowing around
the Township, especially on windy collection days.

Items banned from Michigan landfills include whole tires,
beverage containers, yard waste, lead acid batteries,
used oil, low-level radioactive waste, regulated
hazardous waste, liquid waste, sewage, PCBs and
ashestos waste.

Please do not place grass clippings, yard waste, leaves,
or debris in the ditches. This contributes to poor
drainage for you, your neighbors, and the entire
township. Waste Management picks up yard waste
weekly on your normal trash collection day from April 1%
through the end of November. All trucks begin their
routes at 7 a.m.

Ordinance Violations

In 2010 Williams Township adopted an ordinance to
control and regulate the growth of noxious weeds in our
township. Property owners will be responsible for the
removal of certain weeds, grasses and other vegetation
in excess of 10” in height or in spread. Copies of this
ordinance are available on our website or you can pick
one up at the township office.

If you would like to report a violation of any of the
township ordinances, you may do so by filing a written
complaint with the Township Zoning Administrator.
Complaint forms are available in the township office.
The Zoning Administrator will investigate the complaint
and take an appropriate course of action.

Brush Chipping and Disposal

Williams Township continues to offer a residential brush
chipping service. This service is for township residents
that have trimmed their own trees themselves as an
alternative to open burning. Commercial tree cutting
services and “For-Hire” tree cutters must dispose of the
trees and brush they cut and trim.

Brush must be placed at the road shoulder with all ends
facing towards the road. Pieces must be small enough
and piled appropriately for one person to handle. Due to
ever increasing fuel costs, please call the Township
Office to be placed on the “Chipping List” when the
brush is ready to chip so we can route the crew in the
most efficient manner. Chipping requests should be
limited to 30 minutes per month per household.
Additional time above that will be charged at a rate of

$50 per hour.

Whenever you have a couple of branches or a small
amount of brush please put it out for Waste
Management to pick up as yard waste on your normal
trash pickup day. Brush for Waste Management pickup
needs to be placed in paper yard waste bags, containers
marked “Yard Waste,” or tied together in bundles up to
24 inches in diameter, up to 48 inches in length, and
weighing no more than 50 pounds per bundle, with
individual pieces not exceeding 2 inches in diameter.

Open Burning

Open burning of brush is allowed in Williams Township
by permit only. Two types of permits are available, an
Open Burning Permit, and a Recreation Fire Pit Permit.

Open Burning Permits, good for a maximum of 4 days
only, may be obtained by calling the township office with
the dates you plan to burn, name, address, location of
burning, and phone number. People that open burn
must also comply with the Williams Township Burning
Ordinance and Guidelines.

Recreational Fire Pits are allowed in Williams Township
by permit only. Permits can be obtained for a $10.00
fee by completing an application and location diagram,
and receiving approval from the township Zoning
Administrator. This type of permit is good for 5 years
when approved and inspected.

Wood from trees and brush is the only material that may
be burned with either type of permit. Burning with
either permit cannot cause a nuisance or hazard to
adjoining persons or property by reason of heat, flame,
fly-ash, sparks, smoke, or odor.

Unfortunately, the Fire Department is dispatched to
nuisance open burning fires several times each year.
The Township’s Cost Recovery Ordinance does authorize
the Fire Department to charge the property owner in the
event they are dispatched to a nuisance open burning
fire. Please obtain a permit and follow the Township’s
Burning Ordinance and Guidelines.
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Would you like to receive your newsletter by
email?
If so please send a short message to:
lvanherweg@williamstwp.com

Also, our township website has current and past
issues of our newsletters.
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From The Supervisor

Township Roads

Again this year, Williams Township will be spending
about $280,000.00 for road upgrades and maintenance.
There are several areas of local roads where these
improvements will be seen: 9 Mile Rd. between
Hotchkiss and Salzburg and also between Townline 14 to
just south of Chip Rd.; Wilder Rd. between Carter and
Flajole Rd. (this will start in the fall). Final coats of chip
and seal will also be applied to Flajole Rd. between
Hotchkiss and Salzburg and Flajole Rd. between Wheeler
and Wilder. Wear-coats of chip and seal are being
applied to Townline 14 Rd. between 8 Mile Rd. and
Garfield Rd. (these two miles are in cooperation with
Beaver Township) and between Rockwell Drive (Bay-Mid
Line Road) and Flajole Rd. on N. Union Road.

Williams Township is fortunate to have this amount of
money available to use for road improvement. Many
smaller Townships are less fortunate and are turning
their once paved roads back into gravel. We currently do
not have plans to do this, but we may have less to
spend in the upcoming years due to reduced tax
revenue from Lansing and decreasing property values in
our area. We are continuing to pay very close attention
to our budget process and not extend ourselves further
than we can afford.

Emergency Warning Siren

In the very near future, Williams Township, in
cooperation with Bay County Emergency Services and
911 Central Dispatch, will be installing an emergency
warning siren at the north end of Pine Grove Cemetery.
The funding for this siren was provided by a federal
homeland security grant in the amount of $10,000.00
procured by Bay County. Dow Corning Corporation
partnered with Bay County and donated $5,000.00 from
their Auburn Site, located on 11 Mile Road, and
$5,000.00 from their Corporate Site, located on Salzburg
road.

This warning siren will allow for notification of
emergency situations in our area, and has the ability to
be activated from either Bay or Midland County,
depending where the emergency  originates.
Maintenance of this siren will be paid for by Bay County
911 with the township paying for the cost of electricity.
The siren will be tested periodically as determined by
911 personnel.

This is a “win-win” situation for all units of government,
the end result being the safety of our residents. The
only cost incurred for this entire project by Williams
Township is a controller which enables activation of the
siren by either Bay County or Midland County.
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GREAT LAKEKS REGION

On May 7 of this year, our township had some “extra
hands” help with preparing our Township Park for
another busy season of activities. This help came from
the Great Lakes BMX Club based in Midland through the
assistance of their leader Andrea Jozwiak. The BMX
Club applied for and was awarded a grant by the Dow
Chemical Corporation, to assist them in expanding their
club. The only stipulation to them was to perform
“community service” in their area. They went a bit
further and chose one public park from each of the three
Great Lakes Bay Region counties and volunteered their
time and effort to “improve the community you live in”.

This group of young and energetic members descended
on the Williams Township Park at about 9 a.m. on
Saturday, May 7, 2011, and proceeded to reduce the
piles of sand strategically placed throughout the park, to
mere memories of what was once there. They did an
excellent job of following directions and helping
wherever they were needed. In less than two hours,
these youngsters, along with great coaching, were able
to help our community by placing their energy toward a
worthwhile cause.

On behalf of Williams Township, | wish to extend our
most sincere “Thank You” to the Great Lakes BMX Club,
and particularly their leader, Andrea Jozwiak, for their
efforts and enthusiasm. We appreciate those who
volunteered their time to make this project successful.
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Questions?

E-mail township questions to the following email
addresses:

Supervisor, Paul Wasek- supervisor@williamstwp.com
Treasurer, Connie Hoverman treasurer@williamstwp.com
Clerk, Amy Charney- clerk@williamstwp.com
Zoning/Electrical Inspector, Bob Klemish
bklemish@williamstwp.com

Building Inspector, Les Houck- Ihouck@williamstwp.com
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Are you concerned that there is no real safe way
to walk or exercise along Midland Road without
being waorried about on-coming traffic? Do you
feel safe allowing your children to ride their bikes
or rollerblade or simply go for a leisurely stroll
with them along the same route?

Perhaps it's time we answered these questions! Attached
is a letter from one of our residents who has made a
point to address these issues by taking a very large first
step by offering a lending hand. John Billette, P.E.,
President of Civil Engineering Consultants, is offering the
services of his engineering firm at one half the costs
normally charged. Williams Township, with assistance
from our residents and others interested, is willing to
provide a meeting place and possible “informational
source” for anyone who may be willing to serve as a
Committee Member for this long overdue project.

There are many sources of funding available for projects
such as this. They may be close to our community or
they may be as far away as Lansing or even the Federal
Government in Washington, DC.

Are you interested in helping your community to grow
and become a showcase for this area? If so, please
contact the Williams Township office for further details.

www.williamstwp.com or
email, supervisor@williamstwp.com

Williams Township

Proposed Midland Road West — Pedestrian
Pathway

February 1, 2011

Williams Township is a rural community of approximately
35 square miles, located in Bay County, Michigan. The
population is approximately 4700 people. It
encompasses the City of Auburn, which is approximately
one square mile.

Midland Road is a main east-west road through the
township, and the city of Auburn.

In the past 20 years, numerous subdivisions have been
constructed along Midland road, west of Garfield road.
These include; Country Estates, Fisherville, Briarwood,
Zielinski Estates, Carter Ridge, Pear Grove, and Gray
Hawk. Subdivisions along this route previously
developed are Myra Lee, Meadow, Court, Garfield, and

Bis. There are numerous other short streets connecting
to Midland Road.

Midland Road, west of the city of Auburn, is a primary
road, and within the area between Flajole Road and
Garfield Road is; the Township Hall and Park, St.
Anthony Church, Fruitland Market, Meiskes Market, and
Forest Daycare.

In Auburn at Garfield Road is a shopping Plaza with
among other stores, a grocery store and the Auburn
Post Office.

In Auburn just east of Garfield Road is the Middle
School, High School, and a little further east, is the
Elementary School. There are doctors’ offices, pizza
parlors, laundromat, the City Park, hair salons, and
convenience stores. There are sidewalks in Auburn from
Garfield road east. Just south of Midland Road along
Garfield Road there are also sidewalks connecting to two
fast food restaurants, and a hotel.

It is estimated that over 90% of the growth of the
township in the last 20 years has been along this
Midland road west corridor.

Many residents use the shoulder of the existing roadway
for walking, running, and/or biking. The road is very
busy with trucks, buses, farm equipment, and vehicles.
The main speed limit along this section is 50 miles per
hour.

The two Dow Corning facilities have grown substantially,
and during the lunch hour, employees can be seen
walking and running around the facility, and along
Midland Road.

Residents in the township are seeking recreational
activities for exercise. Many residents have inquired
about a pedestrian pathway connecting the subdivision
areas with the downtown area. The pedestrian pathway
could ultimately connect with the Bay City Railtrail, and
the city of Midland pedestrian pathway system.

This pathway can connect the Dow Corning Facility with
the Township Park and Community facilities, propel the
use of non-motorized vehicles, and promote exercise
and healthier living in the community.

An 8 wide asphalt pedestrian pathway could be
constructed from Garfield Road west to Flajole Road for
an estimated cost of $500,000. The township is seeking
grants to help pay for this important community project.
The Township Engineer, Civil Engineering Consultants, is
willing to donate ¥ of their services for Design and
Construction Administration for the completion of this
project.

By: John Billette, P.E., Civil Engineering Consultants
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AUBURN/WILLIAMS SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM

June 20" - July 28™
Call for trip reservations Monday —Thursday
Between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Ask for Taylor or Linda
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
June 20" June 21 June 22™
10-12 Carnival Day 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Dodge Ball June 23"
12:30 — 2 Hot Dog Roast 11 Capture the Flag 11 Capture the Flag 10 Dodge Ball

2 Basketball

12:00 PBJ Festival
1:30 Dodge Ball

12 Pizza & Pop
1 Craft Time

11 Free Choice
12:40 - 2:30 Ice Skating

2 Game Choice 2 Game Choice @ Civic Arena
June 27t June 30"
10 Games June 28" June 29" 10 Poms/ Game Choice
11 Dodge Ball 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Kickball 11:30-12:30
12 Hot Dog Roast 11 Dodge Ball 11 Game Choice/Poms Free Time
1 Craft Time 11:30 — 12:30 PBJ Festival | 12 Pizza & Pop 12:30-3:30
2 Soccer 12:30 — 3:00 Olympic 1 Capture the Flag Roller skating @ Metro
Games 2 VVolleyball Skate West
July 47
10 Games July 5™ July 6™ July 7"
11 Soccer 10 T-Ball/Soft Ball 10 Dodge Ball 10 Poms/Game Choice
12-1:30 Face Painting 11 Dodge Ball 11 Capture the Flag 11-11:30 Free Time
1:30-3:00 McDonald’s 12 PBJ Festival 12 Pizza & Pop 11:45-2:45 Putt-Putt
1 Volleyball 1 Craft Time Golf @ Buoy 18
2 Poms/ Game Choice 2 Matchbox Car Race
July 11
No Program Today July 12" July 13" July 14™
Happy 4" of July!! 10-12 Tye Dye 10 Free Choice 10-11:30 Game Choice
12 PBJ Festival 11 Capture the Flag 11:30 Free Time
1 Dodge Ball 12 Pizza & Pop 11:40-2:30 Swimming
2 Game Choice 1 Craft Time @ Delta College Pool
2 Kickball
July 18"
10 Games July 19" July 20" July 21

11 Basketball
12 Hot Dog Roast

10 T-Ball/Softball
11 Game Choice

10 Free Choice
11 Capture the Flag

10-11:30 Game Choice
11:30-12:20 Free Time

1 Craft Time 12 PBJ Festival 12 Pizza & Pop 12:30 - 2:45 Swimming
2 Kickball 1 Free Time 1 Craft Time @ Community Center

2 Volleyball 2 Game Choice
July 25" July 28"
10 Games July 26" July 27" Fun Day.....
11 Dodge Ball 10 T-Ball/Softball 10 Free Time | - All Day
12 Hot Dog Roast 11 Game Choice 11 Capture the Flag 10:00 - 3:00
1 Craft Time 12 PBJ Festival 12 Pizza & Pop
2 Soccer 1-3 Bicycle Day 1 Craft Time

2 Basketball

2011 SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM




CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
CLASS OF 2011
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