
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WILLIAMS 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MEETING – August 10, 2010 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Williams held a regular meeting on 
Tuesday August 10, 2010 at the Township Hall.  The agenda is attached Exhibit A. 
 
I. Call to Order & Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order by Paul Wasek, Supervisor at 7:00 p.m.  Present:  Wasek 
(Supervisor), Hoverman (Treasurer), Charney (Clerk), Gower (Trustee), Paige (Trustee), 
and Putt (Trustee). 
Absent:  Plant (Trustee). 
 
Others present are indicated on the sign in sheet, attached Exhibit B. 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was said in unison. 
 
III. Open to the Public 
Bob Tonkavich, Eastwood Subdivision resident, was present to discuss open burning in 
subdivisions where development is occurring.  He suggested cleaner ways to dispose of 
brush, i.e., commercial chipping machines.  The developer clears an area; piles brush 
extremely high, dumps diesel fuel on the pile and after an initial fire, the brush is left to 
smolder for three or four days or even longer.   
 
P. Wasek urged him to contact the office immediately if this happens again, and agreed 
that the burning ordinance may need to be reviewed and slightly amended. 
 
Steve Puvalowski, Tri City Speedway, commented on the blight conditions adjacent to the 
property he recently purchased near Eight Mile Road and Wheeler Road.  It is worse on 
Eight Mile Road and he would appreciate any assistance the township can provide.  
 
Chris Shirk, Freeland Site Manager, Dow Corning Corporation, discussed possible 
construction of a solar facility in the area.  The laboratory would start out small with a 
primary focus on research and development.  The main obstacle at this time is water and 
sanitary sewer.  He requested that the township explore ways to extend infrastructure to 
Section 28 of the township.   
 
Wayne Hoffman, Wade Trim, explained that EDA grants could be a possible source of 
funding for extending infrastructure.  The township will have to be the applicant, although 
Dow Corning is a willing partner.   
 
Fred Hollister, Bay Future, commented that there is a definite future in solar development 
and that there are funding opportunities through the State of Michigan.   
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P. Wasek thanked everyone for attending and for providing information on possible 
growth to the area. 
 
IV. Changes to Agenda 
There were no changes to the Agenda. 
 
V. Consent Agenda 
 1. Approve the July 13, 2010 Board of Trustee Minutes as presented. 
            2. Approve the July 13, 2010 Board of Trustees Closed Meeting Minutes as 

presented. 
            3. Approve the July 26, 2010 Board of Trustees Special Meeting Minutes as 

presented. 
4. Approve the payment of bills as submitted. 

 5. Receive the July 2010 Financial (cash) Report as presented. 
6. Receive the July 2010 Revenue Report and July 2010 Expense Report as 

presented. 
 7. Receive the Supervisor’s Update of Projects and Issues as presented. 
 8. Receive the List of Committee Reports, attached Exhibit D. 

9. Approve the payment of expenses for appropriate township personnel to 
attend workshops within Michigan, listed in attached Exhibit E. 

10. Receive the Miscellaneous Correspondence and Communication List, 
attached Exhibits F and G, respectively.   

 
A motion was made by Paige and seconded by Hoverman to approve all items as listed on 
the Consent Agenda. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays     Absent:  Plant.     Motion carried. 

 
VI. Regular Agenda 
 

1. 2010 Property Tax Resolution 
A township millage rate of 4.40 mills was levied in 2009.  It is the same millage rate that 
has been levied for numerous years. 
 
A brief discussion followed.  P. Wasek inquired about raising the millage rate slightly to 
compensate for lost revenue from declining township taxable values.  The State budget 
has not been adopted so there is no indication as to what will happen with revenue sharing 
payments. 
 
T. Paige stated he is willing to take a salary decrease if it means an increase for other 
elected officials.  
 
The remaining board members agreed that with Michigan’s tough economic conditions, 
the millage rate should remain at 4.40 mills for the December 2010 tax billing. 
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08-10-030-B/M/P/T A motion was made by Putt and seconded by Hoverman to adopt 
============== the resolution to levy a 2010 township property tax rate of 4.40 
mills, attached Exhibit C. 
Ayes:  Wasek, Hoverman, Charney, Putt, Gower, and Paige. 
Nays:  None. 
Absent:  Plant. 
Motion carried. 
 

2. Auburn Flood Insurance Resolution 
In order to maintain eligibility to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP), it was necessary for the township to adopt an ordinance and a resolution (after the 
ordinance has been adopted).  The ordinance, drafted by Jim Hammond, Township 
Attorney, was introduced and subsequently adopted in May of this year, and contained the 
following significant provisions: 
 

• Designates the Supervisor, Zoning Administrator, Building Inspector, 
Electrical Inspector, Plumbing Inspector, and Mechanical Inspector as the 
enforcing agency to enforce the state construction code, including flood 
hazard provisions; 

• Adopts by reference the Flood Insurance Study entitled, “Bay County 
Michigan (All Jurisdictions)” and panels of the Flood Insurance Rate Map 
applicable to the township, both documents dated September 17 2010;  

 
Since our township enforces Building Code inspections for the city of Auburn, they have 
prepared a resolution similar to the above referenced ordinance as required by FEMA to 
participate in the National Flood Insurance Program.   
 
08-10-031-A/F/N A motion was made by Gower and seconded by Paige to authorize  
============ the Supervisor to sign the resolution as prepared and submitted by 
the city of Auburn indicating that Williams Township is officially designated as the 
enforcing agent for the construction code act, and shall be directed to administer the 
floodplain management regulations as contained in the state construction code on the city 
of Auburn’s behalf. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays     Absent:  Plant.     Motion carried.   
 

3. Walk Michigan 
The Bay County Recreation and Administrative Services Department is once again 
sponsoring the Walk Michigan program in Bay County.  Bay County is requesting use of 
our park on Saturday September 18, 2010 from approximately 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  
Participants sign a Release and Indemnification agreement to participate, and in return can 
register for a prize drawing to be held on the same date at noon.  The walk will not disrupt 
any other event or rental that may be scheduled. 
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08-10-032-B/P/W A motion was made by Charney and seconded by Putt to approve  
============= the request of the Bay County Recreation and Administrative 
Services Department to sponsor a Walk Michigan walk in the Williams Township park on 
September 18, 2010. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays     Absent:  Plant.     Motion carried. 
 

4. Proposed Ordinance No. 171 
Proposed Ordinance No. 171 shall be known and cited as the Williams Township Weed 
Ordinance.  Certain species are listed and include vegetation in excess of 10 inches in 
height or spread.  It permits the township to have a lien for expenses incurred in 
controlling and eradicating such weeds and provides penalties for violation of the 
ordinance.  It repeals all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict, including Williams 
Township Ordinance No. 160.   
 
The township may publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation, during the 
month of March that weeds not cut by May 1 of that year may be cut by the township and 
the owner of the property charged with the cost.  The township may cut weeds as many 
times as is necessary and charge the cost to the property owner.  
 
08-10-033-N/O A motion was made by Paige and seconded by Charney to waive 
=========== reading, introduce, and authorize publication of Ordinance No. 171, 
the Williams Township Weed Ordinance.   
Ayes:  Hoverman, Charney, Paige, Putt, Gower, and Wasek. 
Nays:  None. 
Absent:  Plant. 
Motion carried.  
 

5. 1100 W. Midland Road 
The real estate closing was held on Wednesday July 28th to finalize purchase of the home 
and accessory buildings located at 1100 W. Midland Road.    
 
P. Wasek provided information to be included in the Request for Proposals to tear down 
the home, and two back yard outbuildings.  The pole type building connected by a 
breezeway to the home will not be torn down.  He then asked for additional comments or 
items that need to be included in the proposal.   
 
T. Paige reminded P. Wasek that insurance requirements must be included.  P. Wasek 
agreed and stated he would ask Scott Ecker and Norm Bamberger for comments, prior to 
distribution of the Request for Proposals.   
 
VII. Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 
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VIII. New Business 
The flag pole has arrived.  P. Wasek asked those present to stay a few minutes after the 
meeting in order to walk out to the park and choose an appropriate location. 
 
The Flajole Road waterline installation is scheduled to begin on Monday August 16th.  It is 
possible that additional ditching may be necessary. 
 
IX. Other Committee Reports 
T. Paige provided information on the most recent planning commission meeting.  It 
appears Chad Kloha, Kloha Builders, will be proceeding with construction of multi family 
dwellings in Section 22 of the township.  Plans have not been finalized and approvals 
need to be received from the road commission, drain commissioner, and the fire chief.   
 
T. Paige also stated he will be resigning as District 13 MTA Director and a caucus will be 
held during the Michigan Township Convention in January 2011.   
 
Ken Miller will be retiring, effective August 20th.  It is anticipated that T. Paige will be 
appointed as the new director.    
 
X. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Hoverman and seconded by Paige to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 
p.m. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays     Absent:  Plant.     Motion carried. 
 
 
Williams Charter Township 
 
 
Amy Charney, Clerk      Paul Wasek, Supervisor  


