
WILLIAMS CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Regular Meeting – October 13, 2015 
 
The Board of Trustees of Williams Charter Township held a regular meeting on Tuesday 
October 13, 2015 at the Township Hall.  The agenda is attached Exhibit A. 
 
I. Call to Order & Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order by Paul Wasek, Supervisor at 7:00 p.m.   
Present:  Wasek (Supervisor), Hoverman (Treasurer), Charney (Clerk), Paige (Trustee), 
Plant (Trustee), and Putt (Trustee). 
Absent:  Gower (Trustee).   
 
Others present are indicated on the sign in sheet, attached Exhibit B. 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was said in unison. 
 
III. Open to the Public 
Larry Lijewski, 1332 W. Midland Rd., stated he spoke with Jim Lillo, Bay County Road 
Commission, regarding drainage issues along Midland Road and felt the conversation 
was productive.  J. Lillo asked him to call back in early November as he will attempt to 
gather additional information.   
 
IV. Changes to Agenda 
There were no changes to the agenda.   
 
V. Consent Agenda 
 1. Approve the September 22, 2015 Board of Trustee Minutes as presented. 
            2. Approve the payment of bills as submitted and to authorize payment of 

monthly health insurance bill. 
 3. Receive the September 2015 Financial (cash) Report as presented. 

4. Receive the September 2015 Revenue Report and Expenditure Report as 
presented. 

 5. Receive the Supervisor’s Update of Projects and Issues as presented. 
 6. Receive the List of Committee Reports, attached Exhibit C. 

7. Approve the payment of expenses for appropriate township personnel to 
attend workshops within Michigan, listed in attached Exhibit D. 

8. Receive the Miscellaneous Correspondence and Communication List, 
attached Exhibits E and F, respectively.   

 
A motion was made by Plant and seconded by Paige to approve all items as listed on the 
Consent Agenda. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays     Absent:  Gower.     Motion carried. 
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VI. Regular Agenda 
 1. Ordinance No. 36-R 
Ordinance 36-R amends Williams Township Ordinance No. 36 by increasing the 
commodity charges for water consumption to a rate of $4.00 per 100 cubic feet.  The 
current charge is $3.68 per 100 cubic feet.  The rate increase shall become effective with 
the 4th quarter billing of 2015.   
 
10-15-059-B/O/W A motion was made by Hoverman and seconded by Charney to  
=============== accept the recommendation of Bay County DWS to waive reading, 
adopt, and authorize publication of Williams Township Ordinance No. 36-R, an Ordinance 
to amend the township water rates.   
Ayes:  Plant, Hoverman, Charney, Paige, Putt, and Wasek. 
Nays:  None.      
Absent: Gower.     Motion carried.   
 
 2. Consumers Energy Streetlights 
The Garfield Road widening project is complete.  P. Wasek met with Ric Nava, Consumers 
Energy, to review approximate locations for additional streetlights between the railroad 
tracks and N. Union Road.  A light was also discussed for the corner of Wilder Road and 
Rogers Road as the intersection is very dark in the early morning for school bus stops. 
 
Proposed drawings for the streetlights and an updated contract must be received before 
voting on additional streetlights.   
 
 3. Garfield Road Sidewalk Completion 
As noted above, the reconstruction of Garfield Road between Midland Road and N. 
Union Road is complete, including the sidewalk on the west side of Garfield Road, except 
an approximate 200 foot section south of N. Union Road.  The newly constructed 
sidewalk ends on the south side of the driveway at 4512 Garfield Road, due to many 
additional restrictions that would have been imposed by non township funding of the 
road project.   
 
John Billette, Civil Engineering Consultants, has estimated that the remaining 200 feet of 
sidewalk will cost between $7,000 and $10,000 to complete.  This includes 
approximately $3,000 in engineering fees for topography survey, design, bidding, 
construction administration, staking, and testing. 
 
He is in the process of obtaining bids from qualified contractors.  The bids are due 
Wednesday October 14th.   
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 4. Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment 
The Township Board appoints members to the Williams Township Zoning Board of 
Appeals for three year terms.  The term of Henry Kolm expires on December 31, 2015.  
He has agreed to be re-appointed and serve for another three year term.   
 
10-15-060-A/Z  A motion was made by Plant and seconded by Putt to accept the 
============  Supervisor’s recommendation to appoint Henry Kolm as a member 
of the township Zoning Board of Appeals for a three year term beginning January 1, 2016 
and continuing through December 31, 2018.  All appointees shall serve at the pleasure of 
the township board. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays    Absent:  Gower.     Motion carried. 
      
 5. Planning Commission Appointments 
The Township Board appoints members to the Williams Township Planning Commission 
for three year terms.  The terms of Abel Torres and Robert Tonkavich expire on 
December 31, 2015.  Both have agreed to be re-appointed and serve for another three 
year term.   
 
10-15-061-A/P A motion was made by Paige and seconded by Plant to accept 
============  the Supervisor’s recommendation to appoint Abel Torres as a 
member of the township Planning Commission for a three year term beginning January 
1, 2016 and continuing through  December 31, 2018.  All appointees shall serve at the 
pleasure of the township board. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays    Absent:  Gower.     Motion carried. 
 
10-15-062-A/P A motion was made by Paige and seconded by Putt to accept the 
============  Supervisor’s recommendation to appoint Robert Tonkavich as a 
member of the township Planning Commission for a three year term beginning January 
1, 2016 and continuing through  December 31, 2018.  All appointees shall serve at the 
pleasure of the township board. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays    Absent:  Gower.     Motion carried. 
 
            6.          DWS Water/Sewer Billing fee Removal 
A written request was received on this date from a township resident asking for removal 
of a late fee on the Bay County DWS 3rd quarter billing.  The resident has two meters.  
Payments for each account were made electronically through a credit union; only one of 
the two payments was received by DWS prior to the due date.  The resident is asking 
that the late fee of $12.10 for the late payment be credited to her account.   
 
After a brief discussion, it was agreed that not enough information was provided by the 
resident.   
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VII. Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 
              
VIII. New Business 
The crosswalk signals on the corner of Midland Road and Garfield Road are installed and 
operational.   
 
Speed limit signs on Garfield Road between the railroad tracks and N. Union Road are 
installed and posted at 35 m.p.h.  T. Putt commented that pine trees on the southeast 
corner of Garfield Road and N. Union Road really obstruct the view when traveling west 
on N. Union Road.  They are out of the road right of way but since Garfield Road was 
widened, they really need trimming.  P. Wasek will ask for assistance from the Bay 
County Road Commission.   
 
The clutch on the brush chipper broke again on Friday October 9, 2015.  B. Wegener is in 
the process of installing a new one.  A short discussion followed regarding the age of the 
chipper and how it is breaking down more frequently due to large numbers of pine tree 
chipping along with ash trees.  A suggestion was also made to replace the clutch with a 
new part as opposed to a remanufactured part, as it may last longer than a year or so.   
 
Additional information was requested by the State of Michigan for the two Department 
of Natural Resources park grants submitted earlier this year.  Letters supporting the 
grants were submitted on October 2nd along with additional items.   
 
The new ladder fire truck is out of service as the engine needs replacing.  The truck had 
been on a training exercise with Midland city firemen when the engine died and had to 
be towed back to the fire station.  The truck is under warranty so there will be no cost to 
the Fire District.   
 
Nick Swanson has been hired as a part time seasonal employee to assist B. Wegener 
while D. Dzurka is unavailable, due to recent surgery.  He is also a volunteer fireman with 
our department and will assist with fire hydrant flushing, mowing, and chipping.   
 
In order to view the park surveillance cameras more efficiently and from the office, Ben 
Benkert, Peak Performance, has provided a list of equipment that needs to be ordered.  
Two wireless network antenna, one network switch, and mounting hardware will be 
ordered for under $300.00.  He will complete installation when the equipment arrives.        
 
IX. Other Committee Reports 
The Bay City Water Treatment Plant had been on standby while the new Bay Area Water 
Treatment Plant became operational;  after a few weeks, it's been determined that the 
Bay City plant is no longer needed.   
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The next Auburn Williams Fire District meeting is Thursday October 22nd.    
 
The next Auburn Williams Recreation Association meeting is Wednesday October 14, 
2015.  The gun range is busy.   
 
X. Adjournment 
A motion was made by Hoverman and seconded by Plant to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 
p.m. 
6 Ayes  0 Nays     Absent:  Gower.     Motion carried. 
 
 
Williams Charter Township 
 
 
 

Amy Charney, Clerk      Paul Wasek, Supervisor  


